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Gods, plants and books

Flora

» Roman goddess of flowers and
of the season of spring

» The plants of a particular region, g8 |  Rothmate
considered as a whole e, W lﬁ;‘,f;llgrsinﬁ;:ﬂma
» A work systematically describing N o Chlang
the plants of a region
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Francois Crepin (1830-1903)

e A self-taught Belgian botanist who
becomes director of the State Botanic
Garden in Brussels (1876-1901).

¢ 1860: Manuel de la Flore de Belgique,
inspired by Flore des environs de Paris
(Cosson & Germain). It’s an immediate
success!

e From 1862: leading figure in the Société
royale de Botanique de Belgique.

e His research is increasingly dominated
by the — never finished — project of a
world monograph of the genus Rosa.

e His herbarium of roses (over 40,000
collections) is preserved at Meise Botanic
Garden.
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Gaston Bonnier (1853-1922)

¢ A French botanist and plant ecologist, i molsaweing. Yt
professor botany at Sorbonne. PETITE FLORE

e Publishes a wide range of scientific and
educational books and papers, includin o
Pap 8 LF i v 9)

several floras: Les noms
— 1887: Nouvelle Flore... des environs de Paris desfle:rr 5
par la Méthode simple
— 1887: Nouvelle Flore du Nord de la France e e

et de la Belgique
— 1888: Petite Flore des Ecoles

— 1894: Tableaux synoptiques des plantes =
vasculaires de la flore de France

—1909: Les noms des fleurs s

—1912-1935: Flore complete illustrée en |1 s -0 IETESEIE
couleurs de France, Suisse et Belgique OB L e
e His floras, very much outdated, are still in [1 %
print in the 215t century ! 15 4l
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Hendrik Heukels (1854-1936)

e A Dutchman with a career in teaching: pupils
and teachers need good tools:

— 1883: Schoolflora voor Nederland,
adapted from O. Winsche’s Schulflora.

— 1891: Kennis der natuur (for teachers).

e Schoolflora is the first in a series of titles and
editions that survives into the 215t century as
Heukels’ Flora van Nederland.

e Other activities include:

— Stimulating the study of the distribution
of the wild flora.

—1907: Woordenboek der Nederlandsche
volksnamen van planten.
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Towards the end of the 1870s

e Three different backgrounds in terms of schooling.

e Three botanists with a passion for the flora of their
countries, Belgium, France and the Netherlands
respectively.

e Crépin published a national flora at age 30; Bonnier and
Heukels will follow at age 34 and 29 respectively.

e The three careers so far followed separate trajectories,
but that will change in future years. The trigger? Politics,
in part at least...
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National elections 1878: catholic defeat, liberal victory

1878-1884: a liberal government led by Frere-
Orban, with Pierre Van Humbeeck as minister of

public education.
The 1879 Education Act secularizes primary

education. A bitter school war ensues in which
secularism is pitted against clericalism.

Cartoon: “Truth: Light, Science and Reason” vs.
“Lies: Darkness, Ignorance and Superstition”.

it
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Botany: science Iin the classroom and outdoors

e Field botany is a popular
leisure activity in the 3™
quarter of the 19t century

e Botany is a low-threshold
science

e Plants are everywhere !

e Practical organization:
observation and the use of
identification keys

The new orientation of the school curriculum (primary education)
requires the availability of floras for both pupils and teachers.

Authors of floras see opportunities for increased sales.

i
T T
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The 1880s: a plethora of Belgian floras

12

10

Publication year first edition of 'Belgian' analytic floras

Decade
1881-90

1920
1930

-1800 [
-1960 [
-1970

-2020 [N

1810
1820
-1830
1840
1850
1880
-1890
-1950
-2000
2010

2001-
201

' ' [l '
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
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Fir, 18, msaiiaun,

do Thie duallltemse. &, Fe, malicale, o Tovoliero of peeegiicle
partant S 4, A FL du bl in liregmitts, v FL dig sbttin o ; bl

Alfred Cogniaux produces two complementary floras:

e For teachers: Petite Flore de Belgique a l'usage des écoles (1883)

e For the pupils: Abrégé de la petite flore de Belgique destine aux éleves des
écoles primaires et moyennes (1884)

-
Lt aa et
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1—* 1879: Education Act

Francois Crépin |
°1830 1860
UL

Manuel de la t
Flore de Belgique

Gaston Bonnie

1884

» Liberal government Frere-Orban

11903

t Manuel, 5th edition

1887

t Nouvelle Flore ... des environs de Paris

°1853
DRI REEREE
Hendrik Heukels

°1854 (1¢
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383-) 1884

11922

+ NF ... Nord de la France et Belgique
+ NF ... Belgique et Nord de la France

11936

Schoolflora voor Nederland (1883)
+ Schoolflora voor Noord-Belgié (1884)
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Crepin’s Manual, fifth edition

The fourth edition (1882) differs but little from the third edition of 1874.
The fifth edition (1884) is more classroom-oriented:

e Dutch plant names are added

(previously only ‘Latin” and French names) ‘() D
e The price has been reduced

e ||lustrations are introduced éﬂf

The fifth edition, in print
until around 1930, exists
with numerous variants.
e Dating is quite messy!
e Published by Mayolez,
later Ch. and H. Desoer
e Differences between
cover and title page

e Fictitious indication of
edition numbers

However, with the exception of the title page and onetime minor corrections,
the text remains unchanged.

i
Lt aa et
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A French-Belgian territorial skirmish

OUVRAGES DE MM. GASTON BONNIER ET GEORGES DE LAYENS

POUR PARAITRE AU PRINTEMPS 1887 :

mmm) NOUVELLE FLORE

NORD DE LA FRANCE
mms) ET DE LA|BELGIQUE
Avec 2300 figures inédites

JUVRAGE COURONNE PAR L'ACADEMIE DES SCIENCES

Dans cel ouvrage sonl décrites, avec leurs caractéres distinetifs figurés,
toutes les espéces comprises dans la Flore des départements du Nord,
du Pas-de-Calais, de la Somme, des Ardennes, de 1'Aisne; de 1'Oise et
dans la Flore de Belgique.

1887: Announcement of a
forthcoming flora in the
pages of the newly published
Nouvelle Flore... des plantes
de la Région parisienne...

Crépin is not amused.
In two anonymous
pamphlets he reacts
against the intruder. (*)

In the new flora, Bonnier refers

‘ .
Un volume de poche to the Manuel as a major source
T T IS — § fr. 90 of information.
Avec reliure anglaise.. ....c.oevianiinss 5 fr. 50
(*) See for details on this skirmish Natura
Mosana, NS 70 (2): 1-14 (2017).
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4 NOUVELLE FLORE )

BE LA

B]* L IQUE

I NOnD DE LA FRANCE

ou
NORD DE I-A FRAH CE POLIR LA DETERMINATION FACILE DES PLANTES

. SANS MOTS TECHNIQUES
ET DE LA BELGIQUE )
POUR LA DETERMINATION FACILE DES PLANTES AVE m
._ ’ : INTERCALEES DANS LE TEXTE
AVEQ 2282 HGURES SR R E R RN B

ACCOMPAGNEE D'UNE CARTE ACCOMPAGNEE I'UNE CARTE DES REGIONS BOTANIQUES
DES REGIONS BOTANIQUES

Cuvrage courconné par I'Audi-n';li des Sciences
et par la Société natlonale d"Agriculture

NOUVELLE FLORE

AR

GASTON BONNIER

ALHURER DE WA l."l'.ltl.‘ BOTALE BE BUTANI{OR PE PEILGIQUVE
PEGTEREEUN PE BOTANIODE: & LA TREULive BEW SCIExCis &E FARLsS

PAR
GASTON BONNIER

MEMBEEDE LIMETITUT
FROFESSEUR DE BDTAMIQUE A LA FACULTE DES SCIENCES DE PARIS
MEMBAE DE LA SOCIETE ROYALE DE BELGIQUE

e GEORGES DE LAYENS

LATHKEAT BE B IXATITET BE FRAZLE
GEORGES DE LAYENS
LAUREAT DE L'ACADEMIE DES SCIENCES

Oovrage conronngé par I"Académis des sclencsa

Nouvelle édition revue et corrigée

LIBRAIRIE GENERALE DE L'ENSEIGNEMENT

4. sua’DANTE (Vf) 3 ABRATIE CLASSTOTE T, TRNEGUE ET Ci
S 4, BUE PE LA MABELEINE
T i iz, ’ Tomi M;r-’-urrh.
- 4
R
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Hendrik Heukels comes to Flanders: total failure

1884: second edition of Schoolflora voor Nederland.

Before long, this is followed by Schoolflora voor Noord-Belgié, an adaptation
of Schoolflora voor Nederland.

SCHOOLFLRA VOOR NOORDFL Sl

In the latter flora changes have been restricted to the minimum:

e 3 families, 7 genera and 47 species have been added;

e 1 genus and 24 species have been deleted.

No reference to the Manuel... No known reaction by Crépin...

Today, the ‘Belgian’ edition is rare. It apparently sold very poorly and was
never reprinted.
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lanoctyormig, half stengolomvattund, paar voren awak gesangd,
movst nervilg.  Bloomen gesteold, allvenstannd in de bladokscls,
Hivemkroon gecTaohtiz-wit of bleckrood, 015080, 2. Juni - Augs,
In hoide- en yeensteekon, op vochbge woilandon of langs waior-
kanten; seer zeldaiam - - fiopadakroid G. officindlis L.

8 Limosella Lind. xv.

L Bladen i wun wortelroset, langgesteeld, ljjnspatelvormig of lang-
werpig, lunger dun do Bloemstelon.  DBloemkroon witachtip of roml-
nohtigawit, 000,000 @, Jusi—Oete, Zoldzaoam, op zund- en klei-
grond, -wan kanten van dlootan, |'J.r|-|'|1r;,|11|I wijvira

Slpkgroon L. aguitien L.
7. Digitilin Trn. v

1 Stemgal en bloemetelon prgeviltie. Blides oirond tor eirond-lnneet
vormig, pokarteld, van ondoren grjjaviltig.  Bloomen: hapgend.
oembroin van buiton  gebeal kil van binnen gobagrd, lisht-
purper, met wit gorabde vlokken, zalden wil. DAD 20, @,
Jumi—Anps  Op snkole plaatssn gecr veol, vooral i booge atre-
kon. (Ook ala siorplant gokweskt, Vorgiftiz !
Vingorhoodskruid D,
Stmgel wn blovmetelon koul,  Bladon limgwerpip-lanestyormig, ge-
zaagd, gewimpord. Bloymk g{: pgrormig, van buiten kaal, blesk:
geal, augevlekt, 0610k M éyfﬂll, fomr geldzaam.
1k Intéa L.

Belsa
Botanic Garden
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Thank you for your attention.
Questions?

REY R

Postscript — The printers’ code in French books

8852-14, — Gmnm:l.. Imprlmerle Gahi

mm— Imp. a;ete. i-_,mm

Who knows more about these codes used by French printers?
Thanks for helping me with this!

B,

Ilvan Hoste, Politics, money and the lure of Flora. Belgian floras in the 1880s — Meise, EBHL meeting, 19-21 October 2022 Meise
Botanic Garden
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